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Growing a county and community
By Michael Williamson

mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.com

Madison County is growing.
That is due largely to the
growth of employment opportunities over the last several
years in both the county and
central Ohio. But it also has to
do with being in close proximity to the top three counties
with the fastest growing population in the state.
According to recent census
data, Madison County’s population growth stands at number
four in the state with a 1.6
percent growth rate, between
2016 and 2017. The county’s
population is currently just
over 44,000 and two of the top
three, Union (#1) and Franklin
(#3), are border counties. Delaware County is in the second
place spot.
David Kell, executive director
of the Madison County Cham-

ber of Commerce, said that the
county is looking at a number
of options to both promote and
accommodate its growth.
Housing
“I give credit to our communities because they’re being
very proactive in bringing
housing to their respective
communities,” Kell said. “All
four of our big municipalities
are looking at opportunities for
housing.”
Wallick Communities is looking to build 58 townhome units
in the City of London in 2019.
Some existing neighborhoods
such as Chevington Place could
also see growth soon.
“Maronda Homes continues

to build in London and has
plans for more housing for the
city,” Kell said.
In Plain City, M/I Homes
is working on a five-phase,
236-home development on 117
acres of land in the southeastern corner of the village.
“West Jefferson and Mt. Sterling are getting strong looks
from builders but there aren’t
any commitments right now,”
Kell added. “We continue to
work with each village on these
opportunities to bring them to
fruition.”
Employment
Job growth has risen over
the last several years, both in
terms of opportunities available in the county as well as
Madison County residents
having access to employment
inside or outside the area.
The number of jobs in the
county has grown 32 percent

since 2010 and is 21 percent
higher than the pre-recession
peak, according to data provided by the Columbus Region,
an organzation focused on
building up central Ohio’s
communities.
“The draw is a good business climate, access to workforce and our location is
strategic. And a little bit of it
is the luck that we are where
we are,” Kell said. “We have
Columbus on the east end
and then we have Dayton and
Springfield on the west end.
We have large populations
on either side of the county
that employers here can draw
from.”
Madison County has strong
growth specifically with manufacturing jobs. From 2001
to 2016, the percentage of
industrial truck and tractor
operators grew from 20 percent to over 400 percent. Jobs

in the labor markets also grew
over that time, rising from 22
percent in 2001 to nearly 220
percent by 2016.
The county also falls in line
comparatively with the other
10 counties included in the
Columbus Region in median
hourly wages — in some
instances only differing by a
dollar or less.
Overall, the county continues to work on all aspects of
its changes. By bringing in
business and industry and
cultivating the kind of community that draws in people in,
Kell said he is very optimistic
about where Madison County
is going.
“I’m confident the county is
moving the right direction,”
he said. “We’re in a good place
right now for growth.”
Reach Michael Williamson at 740-852-1616,
ext. 1619.

Humane Society back and better than ever
and carrying out a plan
to make their dreams of
a shelter a reality. That
They say you can’t keep group, spearheaded by
Dana Bartoe, Dorothy
a good dog down. In the
case of the Humane Soci- Richmond, Virginia
Morcher, Alan Knowles
ety of Madison County,
you can’t keep a good dog DVM, and James Herman
DVM, were successful in
(and cat) shelter down.
founding the organization
For the members and
on July 3, 1989.
volunteers of the chariIn November of 1990,
table organization, it is a
the HSMC entered into
labor of love.
contract with the County
The Humane Society
Commissioners, allowing
of Madison County
dogs from the local pound
(HSMC) traces its
to be quarantined under
humble beginnings back
to the late ’80s. Realizing the care of HSMC for 10
days, where the canines
the need for an animal
were spayed or neutered,
shelter in the county, a
and vaccinated to ensure
group of animal lovers
and animal welfare advo- their health. Because the
cates spent months work- HSMC did not have a designated building at this
ing diligently creating

By Andrew Garrett

agarrett@aimmediamidwest.com

time, after quarantine,
the dogs went into foster
homes until they were
adopted. A building fund
was soon established.
Originally located in
London, the first buildings that the dogs, cats,
and offices shared were
spartan at best. The

Andrew Garrett | The Madison Press

Good friends greet visitors at the Humane Society of Madison County in West Jefferson. Shelly the
cat and Operations Manager Kathy Leistikow have been with the HSMC for 15 years. Shelly is official
See better | 4 greeter and boss according to Leistikow.

Madison County Heritage trees are nothing to bark at
By Andrew Garrett

agarrett@aimmediamidwest.com

“Trees are your best
antiques,” wrote Scottish
poet Alexander Smith
over 100 years ago.
To Madison County
Master Gardener and
Heritage Tree program
committee member, Barb
Myers, trees are the living embodiment of the
county’s history.
The Madison County
Heritage Tree Program
(MCHTP) is celebrating its 10th year. Dotted
around the county are
nine special trees, trees
large enough, old enough,
and possessing histories
worthy of deeming them
as Heritage Trees.
Started in 2008, the
MCHTP is a local outgrowth of The Ohio State
University Extension’s
“Why Trees Matter”

Contributed photos | Madison County Master Gardeners

The 2010 Heritage Tree is located at Westwood Memorial Park, Kirkwood Drive in West Jefferson. The
Swamp Oak (Quercus bicolor) stands near the tennis courts. Swamp oaks can max out at about 60
feet in height. They are fast growing oaks of moist soils.

Signature Program — a
multi-disciplinary program that focuses on the
various benefits of trees
— ecological, economi-

cal, and social.
“Why Trees Matter”
is the result of the
combined efforts of
OSU researchers, OSU

Extension educators
and specialists, Master
Gardeners and Certified

The 2014 Heritage Tree is a burr oak (Quercus macrocarpa) found
at the Madison County Fairgrounds in London. It stands in the
See trees | 6 center of the grounds adjacent to the outdoor horse arena.

MILESTONES

2 Saturday, April 21, 2018

Madison Press

Dental care with a smile
From Smile Works Family Dentistry

Dr. Alisha Gray of
Smile Works Family Dentistry has proudly served
the people of Plain City

since 2010.
Dr. Gray and her team
are passionate about
improving people’s
dental and whole-body
health. Closing the gap

between dentists and
physicians is key to
patients experiencing the
highest level of care possible. Dr. Gray does not
underestimate the impact

patient chairs, televisions, digital radiographs
and charting. The expert
and friendly team will do
their very best to make
everyone feel comfort-

a change in oral health
can make in a patient’s
life.
The office is a stateof-the-art dental center
that features massaging

able and relaxed.
Dr. Gray attended
The Ohio State University College of Dentistry
earning a Doctorate of
Dental Surgery in 2004.

Ann & Tony’s serves family fun for more than 6 decades
Staff report

In the 1950s, a pair of
newlyweds stopped at
Ann & Tony’s restaurant,
sitting in a black leather
corner booth.
Recently, the couple
returned to celebrate
their 60th wedding anniversary. They sat in the
last of the original booths
still in the restaurant.
They even had the
same waiter — though
they didn’t recognize him,
owner Tom Buscemi said
with a laugh.
Buscemi has served five
generations of West Jefferson families since his
parents, both first-generation Americans, built and
opened the restaurant in
1950.
The family lived in an
apartment above the restaurant, which stopped at
the edges of today’s main
dining room.
A washer and dryer
sat at the bottom of the
stairs. Now that space is
occupied by a stove, the
white brick wall beside it
splattered with bright red
spaghetti sauce.
Buscemi was 10 years
old when his parents,
Ann and Tony Buscemi,
opened the restaurant’s
doors.

File photos

Ann & Tony’s owner Tom Buscemi rolls meatballs in the restaurant’s kitchen. Buscemi took over
restaurant operations from his parents 44 years ago.

“Pop always considered us on duty,” Buscemi recalled. “We’d be
upstairs and he would
holler up.”
Decades later, after
Buscemi had taken over
and expanded the restaurant, his father would
still holler at him as he
worked the cash register
well into his 80s.
Buscemi started his
restaurant career as a
dishwasher. By age 13,
he was waiting tables.
At age 13, he also
decided that he wanted

to be a priest. When it
came time to start high
school, Buscemi caught
an overnight train to
New York to attend
seminary. On winter
and summer breaks, he
continued to come home
and work at the restaurant.
Six years into his seminary studies, he decided
that a priest’s life wasn’t
for him. Instead he
got married, had four
children and worked an
office job in Marysville.
That all changed in

Ann
&
Tony’s

January 1972 as his
parents packed up and
prepared to close the
restaurant for their
annual two-month trip
south. His father suggested Buscemi run the
restaurant like his own
place for two weeks.
“We shook hands as
he walked out the door,”
Buscemi recalled. “I ran
it for two weeks and
thought, ‘This is it.’”
Booming business
In 1976, Buscemi
converted the porch

area into additional seating room. In 1995, he
expanded again, building a party room and
opening a gift shop.
But business is so
good that the party
room is rarely used for
parties — it’s too full of
regular diners.
Buscemi estimates

that he and his employees make between 70
and 90 gallons of sauce
and cook 200 pounds
of raw spaghetti every
week.
The sauce recipe has
essentially remained
the same over the last
See serves | 3
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A old photo of a young Tom Buscemi hangs on the wall as hungry
customers enter Ann & Tony’s in West Jefferson.

Years!
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Closed Monday

614-879-8897

OH-70042174

OH-70042114

211 East Main Street, West Jefferson, Ohio
500 S. JEFFERSON AVE, PLAIN CITY, OH

MILESTONES

Madison Press

Saturday, April 21, 2018 3

Pizza takes flight in Madison County
From Flyers Pizza & Subs

A Madison County
institution since 1976,
Flyers Pizza & Subs was
recently ranked number six in Pizza Today
Magazine’s Top 100
Independent Pizzerias in
America in their October

2017 edition.
Flyers Pizza & Sub’s
longevity is a result of
high quality products
and its management and

staff striving to take care
of their customers in a
timely manner. They are
known for their family
recipe pizza sauce and
Italian sausage as well as
their high end proteins
and cheeses that they use
in their pizzas, subs, and
fresh salads.

Their Seven Topping
“Bomber” Pizza is their
Signature Pizza and
many customers rave
about their “Nightmare”
Sub, Flyer’s Signature
Sub. They have 13 different specialty pizzas
(including their Old
World Pepperoni), 11

reserve their back dining room for your next
social, church or business meeting. They also
would like to welcome
you to their weekday
lunch from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Wednesday
night buffet from 5-8
p.m.

different sandwiches (try
their Philly Steak sandwich), six fresh salads
including the best selling
chef salad, and 12 different starters including
their bone in and boneless wings.
Call Nathan, Erin,
Brandon, or Brandon to

Serves
From page 2

65 years, minus a bit of
salt.
The pasta was handmade for many years
by Buscemi himself.
He mounded the flour,
broke the eggs, and
cranked out spaghetti in
individual servings.
Eventually he purchased a spaghettimaking machine at a
restaurant convention in
Chicago.
“It was the price of a
new Chevy,” Buscemi
recalled. “But it made
better spaghetti than I
did.”
He kept the machine
going for 25 years before
a local mechanic told
him he couldn’t weld it
anymore.
Buscemi bought a new
computerized machine,
but he wasn’t a fan.
“It did everything but
make good spaghetti,”
he said with a laugh.
Today, the pasta is
imported.
Meatballs are still
handmade in-house.
Salads are dressed as
ordered with a house
oil-and-vinegar dressing.
Alfredo sauce is also
made in-house using
40-percent heavy cream.
“If your cholesterol is
down, we’ll help right
away,” Buscemi said
with a laugh.
But the menu isn’t
strictly Italian. Ann &
Tony’s offers pickerel,
which has been on the
menu since 1950. Other
specialties include prime
rib, scallops, handbattered shrimp, perch,
salmon, meatloaf, sea
bass and oysters.
A family affair
This year will mark
Buscemi’s 44th running
the restaurant — exactly
twice as long as the 22
years his parents manned
the helm.
He still looks to their
example.
“Mom and Dad were
a great couple,” he said.
“They danced and partied. But on busy nights,
you didn’t want to be
around them — they
lapsed into Italian when
they started fighting.”

File photos

Regulars Joseph Melvin and Laura Ackinclose eat lunch in the last original restaurant booth. The
Contributed photo
couple eat lunch at Ann & Tony’s every day. Each day, the staff brings Melvin a doggy bag with a few
Ann and Tony Buscemi started the restaurant in 1950. Their son,
pieces of bacon for his chocolate lab, Jake, who waits in the car while they eat.
Tom Buscemi, took over in 1972.

A combo plate at Ann and Tony’s offers a taste of spaghetti,
chicken parmesan and lasagna.

Jason Pearson dresses each salad as ordered with the house mixture of oil and vinegar.

The restaurant consumes, he said — but
things work when both
husband and wife are
involved.
Buscemi has been married to his current wife,
Judy, for over 20 years.
His four children, her 10
children and their 40-orso grandchildren have all
worked in the restaurant
at some point, he said.
“It was the only way I
got to see my kids growing up — I hired them,”
Buscemi said with a
laugh.
Judy’s youngest son,
Jevon, has worked in the
restaurant since middle
school. While Jevon
waited for the school bus,
cooks would send him to
grab supplies. By eighth
grade, he was cooking.

“We always told him, if
the inspector comes in,
just run and sit down,”
Buscemi said.
On a recent, sunny,
late-winter afternoon,
a little boy with curly
blonde hair and a Star
Wars T-shirt ran through
a dining room slowly
filling for the lunch hour
— the fifth generation,
underfoot.
Buscemi spends six
days a week in the restaurant. Days off are
often also spent in the
restaurant, prepping for
the coming week. But in
the summer, there were
boating trips and days
spent by the swimming
pool.
The restaurant helped
him put his children
through college and

allows him to offer a
space for family and
friends to gather every
night.
“I’m usually in the
kitchen, but Saturday
night, I came out and
everybody was having
such a good time,” he
said. “The bar was full
and people were standing
all around, behind them
even. A lady I don’t even
know said, ‘Thanks, Tom,
for having this place.’ It’s
very satisfying to get that
feedback. You’re sort of
like an entertainer.”
Buscemi hopes to see
a few children take over
the restaurant, though
he doesn’t plan to retire
quite yet.
“My life has been in the
restaurant,” he said. “It’s
a good life.”

Jevon Pearson dishes out a plate of fettuccine in the kitchen of
Ann & Tony’s.

Spaghetti with homemade meatball and sauce is one of the
classics served up daily at Ann & Tony’s.
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of the humane society.
The HSMC was now
responsible for dispatching the dog warden and
taking all canine related
phone calls. Previously,
all such calls were taken
by the commissioners’
office.
That next month,
Madison County Sheriff Department seized
122 dogs suffering from
severe neglect from
breeder and kennel owner
Judith Chamberlain, of
Judulu Kennels, in Mt.
Sterling. The endeavor
to save so many animals
at once was a huge task,
especially since daily
operations for the facility

E Eberle - Fisher
F Funeral Home
Dana Fisher

1908

Est.
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www.chapmanford.com

937.642.0015
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Conditioning
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West Jefferson, OH 43162
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Ohio’s Oldest Ford Dealer

2369291
OH-70042153

1950

fenced in area for the
pooches to run and get
exercise. The dogs are
taken here first thing in
the morning (after any
medications), while their
cages are cleaned and
disinfected. This whole
process takes about two
hours.
At the other end of
the building is “Kitty
Corner,” not surprisingly, where the cats are
housed.
But with growth can
come growing pains.
In 2016, after more
than a quarter of a
century in operation,

1913

103 N. Main Street
London, OH 43140
740.852.2345
www.eberlefisherfuneralhome.com

Est.

building, and moved
from the State Route 38
location in London, to its
current location of 2020
Plain City-Georgesville
Road NE in West Jefferson. The new building
opened on Jan. 1, 2012.
“What was once the
sanctuary is now the
Barking Lot, and the cats
are in the nursery,” joked
Dana Bartoe when interviewed. The “Barking
Lot” is where the dogs
are housed. It can house
45 dogs altogether, with
36 crates for larger dogs
and nine for smaller ones.
Just outside of the
“Barking Lot” is the playground — an outdoor,

Born and Bred in
Plain City, OH

and Crematory

Est.

had commenced only two
months prior to this incident. Hundreds of hours
were put in by volunteers
of HSMC and other animal welfare organizations
in recording, examining,
grooming, treating, and
taking pictures of the
dogs. They were then
housed in a variety of
places until they could be
adopted.
As the years progressed, so did the needs
of the society. The old
facility was starting to
feel cramped and show
signs of wear. A new
building plan was created.
In 2011, the society purchased a vacated church

Est.
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storage area for pet food
and litter donations, until
a bigger shipping container (which is still in
From page 1
use today) was donated.
Eventually, a third trailer
facility centered around
was added. It was used to
a modest cinder block
house the sick cats, the
building that the housed
surgery suite, and excess
dogs, and a very small
cleaning supplies.
trailer for both the cats
The next major develand business office. Neither structure contained a opment for the humane
toilet — staff, volunteers society came on March 7,
1998, when the organizaand visitors resorted to
tion entered into another
using a port-a-john.
agreement with the
In time, the County
county commissioners
Commissioners gave the
allowing it and the local
HSMC a new, much bigdog pound to merge. This
ger trailer that included
a bathroom with running was a paramount step in
solidifying the commitwater. The old trailer
then became a temporary ment, dedication, growth

OH-70042198
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Casey’s Carryout before and now

Contributed photos | Earl Ballenger

Casey’s Carryout is located at 123 S. Main St. in London. The before picture shows a Cream Station
Casey’s Carryout as it is now in 2018.
in 1938.

Mount Sterling United Methodist Church before and now

Mount Sterling United Methodist Church in 1920.

Contributed photos | Earl Ballenger

Mount Sterling United Methodist Church in 2018.

State Route 62 and 207 before and now

Contributed photos | Earl Ballenger

State Route 62 or West Columbus Street and State Route 207 in 2018.

State Route 62 and 207 before the streets were paved. State Route 207 went to the left and State
Route 62 or West Columbus Street was to the right.

West High and South Oak Street before and now Mellott’s Drug Store before
and West Jefferson Family
Practice now

Contributed photos | Earl Ballenger

Mellott’s Drug Store in West Jefferson in the mid 1960s.

Contributed photo | Earl Ballenger

The Chamber of Commerce, Greyhound Bus Station and Mamie Gorman’s Bar back in the 1960s on West High Street at the corner of
South Oak Street in London.

West Jefferson Family Practice in 2018.

PNC National Bank on West High Street at the corner of South Oak Street in London in 2018.

See more before
and NOw on page 6
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Dwyer and Brennan
Block before and now

Madison Press

South Main Street
before and now

West Jefferson downtown
before and now

Contributed photos | Earl Ballenger

The Dwyer and Brennan Block on South Main Street in London.
The before photo shows Morrisey Bakery and Grocery, a hotel,
dry goods store, Rodenfel’s automobile dealership, Dwyer’s
Hardware and Furniture, and on the corner, Brennan’s Grocery
prior to 1915.

Contributed photos | Earl Ballenger

Contributed photos | Earl Ballenger

South Main Street in London taken in the 1960s. It is showing
a street view of downtown London. There is Hi-Main Pharmacy,
Cannon’s Cigar Store, Steven’s men and boys wear, Palm Grill’s,
G.C. Murphy, Dillion’s, Stiffler’s, Ballenger’s, Alexander’s Jewelry
and AA Restaurant.

Downtown in West Jefferson around 1925. On the corner is the
West Jefferson Building & Loan, then changed to Jefferson
Savings, The Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company or A & P Store was
located to the west of that. The restaurant located next to the
A & P was the Wise Restaurant. The restaurant next to that was
Kaho Restaurant.

Dwyer Brothers Hardware and Wilson Printing & Graphics in
2018.

See more before
and NOW on page 5

Better
From page 4

the organization lost its
status as a 501(c)(3)
due to failure in filing
tax returns with the IRS
from 2011-2016.
Losing that charitable
organization status

Trees
From page 1

Naturalist volunteers,
the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources
Division of Forestry,
and green industry
companies.
Always an advocate
for the planting of a tree,
Myers says, “Most people
are unaware of the total
benefits trees provide to
their property, especially
large ones.”
Some of the economic
and ecological benefits
include the interception
of possibly thousands of
gallons of storm water
runoff (of no small value
in wet years), conservation of electricity for
cooling (which saves consumption of oil or natural
gas), air purification, and
in the sequestering of
atmospheric carbon.
Myers suggests using
the National Tree Benefit
Calculator to analyze the
benefits of a particular
tree. “It’s really a great
tool,” she said. After typing in a zip code, a user
will find a menu where

South Main Street in London in 2018 shows Huntington Bank, B
& J Optical, Mabe’s, Vallery Farmhouse Bakery, an empty building
and Harrison Labor Relations Board.

Downtown in West Jefferson in 2018 there is a Truly Yours
Boutique, Purposefully Yours thrift store, a gym and Front Row
Sports Bar.

four-legged variety. It
regained its nonprofit
status in early November
of 2017.
Anyone interested
in donating time or
resources to the shelter
should contact HSMC
at 614-879-8368.
For information on
upcoming events visit
their Facebook page at

www.facebook.com/
hsmcohio.
Hours of operation are:
Monday closed; Tuesday
through Thursday from
1-5 p.m.; Friday from 1-7
p.m.; and Saturday and
Sunday from noon to 5
p.m.

these giants of the plant
kingdom: there is beauty,
there is majesty, and there
is longevity.
The lives of man
are measured in mere
decades while those of
the mighty oak are measured in centuries.
It is this sense of
respect and admiration
for these breathing and
growing testaments to
the age-old (and successful) struggle that is life
which moves through the
Heritage Tree Program.
Madison County
residents may nominate a
tree for this special designation. To do so, find an
application by accessing:
https://madison.osu.edu/
program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/projects
and selecting “Heritage
Trees.” Applications can
be turned into the extension office. Deadline for
2018 is June 1. Nominations will be evaluated
Contributed photo | Madison County Master Gardeners and the honoree selected
A map created and published by Madison County Master Gardeners indicates spots where Heritage by members of the curTrees can be found. For more information about specific trees, access the “Why Trees Matter” rent Heritage Tree Compamphlet published by the volunteer organization.
mittee, of which Myers is
chair. Each Heritage Tree
Besides these prosaic
the specific species, diam- benefits provided. The
will be designated as such
benefits, there are less
eter, and general location free application can be
tangible, but no less valu- with its own engraved
can be entered. The data found at: http://treebenmarker.
able, assets rooted in
efitscalculator.
is then calculated and

Past Heritage Tree
honorees include: a 107foot larch tree at the
Forest Grove Cemetery
just outside Plain City on
Cemetery Pike (2009),
a 63-foot swamp oak at
Westwood Park in West
Jefferson (2010), an
85-foot sycamore at the
Wessel farm in Lafayette
(2011), a 91-foot burr
oak at the Fisher farm
south of London (2012),
a 69-foot sugar maple at
Whitman Cemetery near
Midway (2013), a 61-foot
burr oak at the Madison
County Fairgrounds
(2014), a 31-foot saucer
magnolia on the Mabe
property on State Route
42 (2015), a 78-foot burr
oak on the property of
Madison Health (2016).
The Master Gardeners
has published a pamphlet
detailing a self-guided
driving tour for viewing
the trees. They can be
picked up through the
OSUE office or by contacting a Madison County
Master Gardener. Other
than planting a tree, what
better way could one
spend Arbor Day?

was a major blow. The
shelter relies completely
on support from the
Madison County
Commissioners, Madison
County Sheriff’s Office,
donations, grants,
fundraisers, and fees
from adoptions to keep
its doors open.
Emergency measures
were taken to save the

shelter. A transitional
board was assembled
until a permanent
governing body could
be established. New
bylaws were written and
a new board of trustees
— consisting of nine
members in total —
was elected. The new
board consists of Dr.
Laurie Millward, Jake

Ryan, Amity Dee, Brian
Throckmorton, Lana
Swartz, Ron Smith, Bill
Quinn, Dan Hadden and
Hobart Van Hoose.
After that period of
uncertainty, the society
is back on track, newly
improved and happily
serving the residents of
Madison County — of
both the two-legged and

Reach Andrew Garrett at 740-8521616, ext. 1616.

Reach Andrew Garrett at 740-8521616, ext. 1616.

Family Dental Care

New Patients Welcome!!!
Most Insurances Accepted Including:

Aetna • CIGNA • Delta Dental • Guardian • Metlife • Humana • Buckeye
• Molina • UMR • Paramount • UHC • Caresource • Superior
• United Concordia • Principal & MANY MORE!!!
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Realizing a dream
From the Plain City Druggist/
Happy Druggist Pharmacies

Joe Craft had always
dreamed of owning
his own independent
drugstore.
He had started his
dream of pharmacy
ownership in West
Jefferson in 1997.
When he was unable to
purchase the existing
pharmacy, he ended
up in Plain City but he
always knew he wanted
to return to West
Jefferson at some point
to open a drugstore.
After graduating
from The Ohio State
University’s College
of Pharmacy in 1995,
he spent time working
at Walmart for several
years. He also mentored
with Ernie Sparks of

The Medicine Shoppe
in London to learn the
ropes but because he
and his wife, Robin,
lived in Plain City, it
seemed the natural
choice for a new
business venture and
he decided to start the
pharmacy there.
Originally, Joe
had hoped to buy an
existing store, but when
that opportunity did
not present itself, he
decided to start from

scratch in a town that
had been without a
pharmacy for almost
eight years.
Robin graduated with
her pharmacy degree in
March 1999 and once
she was as a pharmacist
and could pay the bills,
Joe quit his job at
Walmart and opened
Plain City Druggist.
The store was originally
located in Lovejoy
Plaza at 22 W. Main St.
Having outgrown the

1,000 square foot space,
the drugstore moved to
480 S. Jefferson Ave.
in January 2007. At
that time, Midwestern
Compounding Pharmacy
was also set up in
the lab at Plain City
Druggist.
In December 2014,
Joe and Robin purchased
Family Medical
Pharmacy on Karl Road
in Columbus and the
name to Happy Druggist
Pharmacy. Robin and
Joe wanted a positive,
sunny image that made
people smile when they
thought of the pharmacy.
They opened the
second Happy Druggist
location in West
Jefferson in July 2016
and are celebrating
nearly two years in the
community. They are so

glad they took a chance
on this small town that
had not had a pharmacy
since 2008.
Robin and Joe cannot
say thank you enough to
the community that has
supported them in Plain
City for over 18 years
and to their friends
and patients in West
Jefferson.
Pharmacy services:
Delivery — We
deliver to the Plain City
area in the big van with
lots of graphics on the
side.
Prescription Pickup
Window — You can
drop off and pick up
your prescriptions
conveniently from your
car. Joe or our other
pharmacists will come
right to the window to
speak with you if you

have a question. We
can also grab over-thecounter items.
Immunizations
— Get your flu or
pneumonia shots here.
Joe and our pharmacy
students are also able
to administer hepatitis
A and B, tetanus,
diptheria, and pertussis
vaccines for adults. Ask
Joe if you have questions
about a particular
vaccine.
After Hours
Emergency Service —
If you need prescriptions
or help after the
pharmacy is closed, call
the after hours number
at 614-240-8421.
Medicare Part
D — We can give you
information to help you
select the plan that’s
right for you.

Proud history in Ford
From Bob Chapman Ford

As the oldest Ford
dealership in the state
of Ohio, the Bob Chapman Ford team takes
our legacy seriously.
Currently in our fourth
generation of Chapman
ownership, our story goes
all the way back to 1913,
when George Chapman
opened his first Ford

business in Plain City. In
the last 100-plus years,
we’ve helped thousands
upon thousands of drivers in Columbus, Dublin,
Plain City, London, Delaware, and Bellefontaine

purchase affordable, high
quality Ford vehicles that
they can be happy with
for years.
At Bob Chapman
Ford, we provide the
communities we serve
with more than premium
vehicles, easy financing,
and professional Ford
services. We’ve also
made our dealership a
place where people can

celebrate their love and
enthusiasm of the Ford
name. This includes fun,
family-friendly events like
the Classic Car Cruise-In,
which takes place each
summer with a portion
of proceeds going to
Uptown Plain City.
Bob Chapman Ford
recently went through a
complete remodel. This
modern facility, along

with our dedicated staff,
looks forward to honoring
our legacy, and building
great relationships with
our clients. Our business
proudly represents Ford
Motor Company’s world
class vehicle line up and
our selection has never
been better.
You can rely on Bob
Chapman Ford for all
your Ford automotive

needs, and you can count
on us to remain active
and present among the
many communities we’re
proud to serve. Feel
free to stop in to take a
tour of the dealership or
test drive a model that
you’ve been eyeing. We’re
located at 1255 Columbus
Ave. in Marysville and
you can reach us at any
time.

www.chapmanford.com • 937.642.0015

Ohio’s Oldest Ford Dealer

OH-70042130

At Bob Chapman Ford we are proud of our history and we want
to share it with you!
In the summer of 1913, George Butler Chapman embarked on
a journey with fledgling auto manufacturer known as the Ford
Motor Co. Little did he know how they would both grow beyond
expectations and they are both still thriving today, 105 years later.
As a visitor, you’ll be able to explore some of that unique history
as you view an original model T sitting on our showroom floor sold
by George Chapman himself. Now, 4 Generations later, Joseph
Chapman and his team at Bob Chapman Ford represent what great
business is all about: Being closely involved with your community,
treating your customers like family, and being capable of evolving
in a complex automotive world.
Bob Chapman Ford recently went through a complete remodel
and has a modern facility located in Marysville Oh. This facility,
along with our dedicated staff, looks forward to honoring our legacy,
and building great relationships with our clients in the future. Bob
Chapman Ford proudly represents Ford Motor Company’s world
class vehicle line up and tour selection of cars, Trucks and SUV’s
has never been better. Live vehicle pricing and selection can all
be viewed at www.chapmanford.com-We know you will like what
you see.

We’re Big Enough to Deliver
and small enough to care... since 1913

Now Plain City Auction House

Modern day Plain City Service Center by Plain City Tavern

Formally located on Rt 42 next to Der Dutchman
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Happy Druggist P harmacy

Hours M-F 9am-6pm • Sat. 9am-12pm
Closed
Sundays
480 S.
Jefferson
Ave.& Holidays
480 S. Jefferson Ave., Plain City

(614) 873-0880

Plain City, OH

Across from Der Dutchman

OH-70042154

614.873.0880

41016126

487 W. Main St.
West Jefferson, OH

Across from Dollar General

614.879.8500

www.druggist4u.com • plaincity@happydruggist.com • Follow us on Facebook!

